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Irish Homelessness in Figures

• 150% increase in households in emergency accommodation        

– June ‘14 – June ‘19 

(O’Sullivan 2020)

• 8,132 people in emergency accommodation – June ‘21

(Focus Ireland 2021)

• 42% homeless adults are women – September ‘21

(MQI 2021)



• Accommodation

• Testing and shielding units

• Harm reduction

• Vaccination hubs

Covid Response









“Look, we’re all going to die. When God wants to take you, 

he’ll take you. So why are you worried?”









“I thought it would help me with my access visits”



Conclusions

1. Motherhood is a major orienting force in homeless 

women’s lives

2. Engagement with services is sometimes considered as a 

means of protecting the mothering relationship

3. Decisions around service engagement do not necessarily 

indicate trust
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