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● service provider

● member of FEANTSA 

Women - community of 

practice

Research

Policy 

Practice

My points of view



Research

Policy 

Practice

are often GENDER-BLIND

when it comes to homeless women



Gender-blind research

No reliable data about women’s 

homelessness

f. ex. about how many women are in this 

situation





Good practice - London Women Census

https://www.solacewomensaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/London-2023-

Womens-Rough-Sleeping-Census-Report.pdf

● starting point: women tend to be 

more invisible when sleeping 

rough

● first step: interviewing women

● building research methodology 

around their experience

● outreach teams walk in pairs, at 

least one of them a woman

Result: 700 women counted



Gender-blind research

o women-specific health questions (even non-women 

specific like pregnancy and birth control)

o safety and security (within services and on the street and 

in general)

o strength and risks of intimate partner relationships

o motherhood (whether living with their small children or 

living apart)

o even expectation on looks - self-worth



https://www.bmszki.hu/en/erasmus2/about-project



Gender-blind policy/service planning

● Intersectionality

● Lack of women-only services

● Lack of women’s services 

● Couples

● Social Housing







Gender-sensitive practice

- women’s space in mixed services 

- women-only spaces   - day centres for women

- trauma-informed services – gynecological service for 

homeless women

- peer support and involvement in recovery

- motherhood 

- women specific protocols 

- training for staff on issues relevant to women



What is needed?

- a gendered-lens in research 

- this can be a push for policy change

- services that are attractive to women and support 

women with their women-specific needs as well

- to offer ways out of homelessness, built around 

these needs 



Mutual learning

https://www.feantsa.org/en/resources/r

esources-

database?theme=women%E2%80%99

s+homelessness

https://www.feantsa.org/en/resources/resources-database?theme=women%E2%80%99s+homelessness
https://www.feantsa.org/en/resources/resources-database?theme=women%E2%80%99s+homelessness
https://www.feantsa.org/en/resources/resources-database?theme=women%E2%80%99s+homelessness
https://www.feantsa.org/en/resources/resources-database?theme=women%E2%80%99s+homelessness


Mutual learning

https://www.feantsa.org/en/project/2018/02/01/pie4shelters-

making-shelters-psychologically-and-trauma-informed



Mutual learning

https://www.bmszki.hu/en/erasmus2/events



Erasmus+ Women’s Voices
Putting Women's Visual Voices at the Heart of 

Homelessness Support



Subscribe to the FEANTSA Flash



Thank you! 
Feher.Boroka@bmszki.hu
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